Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.079; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.4.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C5 ring. Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 ; (ii) x; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À 1 2 .
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010).
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Comment
Ferrocenyl derivatives continue to attract attention owing to their applications as biosensors and drugs (Arezki et al., 2011; Huang et al., 2008; Yang et al., 2007) . The title compound, (I), is a synthetic precursor for such molecules.
The molecular structure of (I), Fig. 1 
Experimental
A flask was charged with ferrocene (281 mg, 1.51 mmol) and 2-bromoacetyl bromide (305 mg, 1.51 mmol) in dichloromethane (30 ml); the flask was chilled in an ice-bath. To the solution was added anhydrous aluminium chloride (221 mg, 1.66 mmol) under a nitrogen atmosphere. The reaction mixture, which turned deep-violet, was stirred for an hour. Water was added and the organic phase was extracted with dichloromethane (3 × 15 ml). The organic layer was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate. The solvent was removed and the product purified by flash column chromatography (ethyl acetate/hexane, 1:9) to give the product as a brown solid; crystals were grown from its solution in dichloromethane.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.99 to 1.00 Å, U iso (H) 1.2U eq (C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation. 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C5 ring. 
